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Maybe you’ve heard it before, seen it on signs: The first Pride was a riot. When individuals in 

LGBTQIA+ communities say this, it’s often both as a reminder of the annual celebration’s 

radical origins in the 1969 Stonewall Rebellion and as a criticism of depoliticized Pride 

celebrations that prioritize corporations over the most marginalized of their own communities. 

And so while Pride is a time of self-affirmation, it’s also a time to celebrate the diverse history of 

LGBTQIA+ communities and honor radical demands for equality.  

 

This Pride month, Pitt’s Center for Teaching and Learning invites you to infuse your teaching 

practices with Pride! What does it look like to teach in ways that honor the diversity of your 

LGBTQIA+ students? How can you stay up-to-date on the needs and experiences of this 

population? Finally, keeping in mind that “the first Pride was a riot,” how can you teach in a way 

that rebels against oppressive structures that shape the classroom?  

 

Objectives 

● Identify resources for teaching LGBTQIA+ students and LGBTQIA+ content.  

● Identify issues of content, design, delivery, and external circumstances that may affect 

LGBTQIA+ students’ learning experiences. 

● Reflect on potential adaptations to your own teaching practices that may optimize 

LGBTQIA+ students’ learning.  

 

How to use this syllabus 

This syllabus is broken up into different units, organized by topic. There is no need to complete 

units in sequential order -- jump to the topic most relevant to your interests. Each unit contains 

recommended readings and optional activities. The activities are designed to facilitate self-

reflection on your own course material and practices and to offer guidance on potential 

adaptations.  

Unit 1: LGBTQIA+ Students 

This unit is designed to provide frameworks for considering the needs and strengths of the 

diverse population of LGBTQIA+ students. Readings introduce participants to Pitt resources for 

LGBTQIA+ students, the effects of COVID 19 on LGBTQIA+ communities, and suggestions for 

teaching strategies and best practices for facilitating the inclusion and equity of LGBTQIA+ 

students in your classroom community.  

 

http://www.blacklivesmattersyllabus.com/fall2016/


● The Lives and Livelihoods of Many in the LGBTQ Community are at Risk During the 

COVID Crisis  

● Covid-19 Sent LGBTQ Students Back to Unsupportive Homes. That Raises the Risk 

they Won’t Return 

● When a Student Comes Out to You 

● LGBTQ Students on Campus: Issues and Opportunities for Higher Education Leaders 

● “Queer Praxis” UTimes article,  

● “Naming” UTimes article  

● GLSEN Educator Resources 

● Safe Space Kit 

● GSWS Teaching Resources  

● Living with the Bear 

● Lambda Legal: Best Practices for Supporting Transgender Students 

● LGBTQ+ Vocabulary: Glossary of Terms 

● Anatomy of an Ally 

Reflection 

What barriers to learning might you anticipate LGBTQIA+ students will face in the Fall 

semester? How might you mitigate these challenges? Consider what resources are available to 

students and ways you might determine students’ needs. 

Activity 

Where in your syllabus can you integrate your understanding of your LGBTQIA+ students’ 

needs and circumstances? Make whatever changes you deem appropriate. Examples of 

syllabus adaptations include: a gender-inclusive/non-sexist language statement, a diversity 

statement, a “resources” section that includes information for Pitt’s Counseling Services, or 

even adjustments in “tone” to indicate your understanding that factors outside of the classroom 

may greatly impact learning.    

Unit 2: LGBTQIA+ Content 

Interested in integrating LGBTQIA+ content in your course but unsure of the best manner to do 

so? This unit introduces instructors to sources of LGBTQIA+ content, best practices for 

facilitating discussion of LGBTQIA+ issues, and tips on integrating LGBTQIA+ writers and 

content into your course.  

 

● Applying the Seven Learning Principles to Creating LGBT-Inclusive Classrooms 

● Teaching Tolerance’s Best Practices for Serving LGBTQ Students 

● Incorporating LGBTQ History in your Classroom w/ Daniel Hurewitz (podcast) 

● Teaching Undergraduates About LGBTQ Identities, Families, and Intersectionality 

● Combatting Course Content Segregation  

● LGBTQ Nation 

● GLAAD: LGBT News 

https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-lives-and-livelihoods-of-many-in-the-lgbtq-community-are-at-risk-amidst
https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-lives-and-livelihoods-of-many-in-the-lgbtq-community-are-at-risk-amidst
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Covid-19-Sent-LGBTQ-Students/248633
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Covid-19-Sent-LGBTQ-Students/248633
https://www.glsen.org/blog/when-student-comes-out-youtoday-or-any-day
https://www.higheredtoday.org/2017/04/10/lgbtq-students-higher-education/
https://www.utimes.pitt.edu/news/teaching-pitt-queer
https://www.utimes.pitt.edu/news/teaching-pitt-how
https://www.glsen.org/resources/educator-resources
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20Safe%20Space%20Kit.pdf
http://www.gsws.pitt.edu/resources
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/presents-mind/201901/when-you-live-the-bear
https://www.lambdalegal.org/know-your-rights/article/youth-best-practices-college-trans-students
https://thesafezoneproject.com/resources/vocabulary/
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/summer-2016/anatomy-of-an-ally
http://www.gsws.pitt.edu/faculty/gender-inclusivenon-sexist-language-syllabi-statement
https://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/cc/
https://www.aacu.org/publications-research/periodicals/applying-seven-learning-principles-creating-lgbt-inclusive
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/best-practices-for-serving-lgbtq-students
https://www.tolerance.org/podcasts/queer-america/incorporating-lgbtq-history-in-your-classroom
https://wordpress.clarku.edu/agoldberg/files/2016/04/Goldberg-Allen-2017-FR-Teaching.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/combating-course-content-segregation
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/
https://www.glaad.org/news


 

Reflection 

Consider the content in your course. What experiences and viewpoints are represented? Where 

are the gaps in representation? (Note that while you of course can never represent every 

viewpoint and every experience, this exercise asks you to think about positionalities you may 

have previously neglected and consider what they can add to your classroom discourse.) 

Activity 

Complete the Inclusion By Design survey (by Ed Brantmeier, Andreas Broscheid, and Carl S. 

Moore). 

Unit 3: LGBTQIA+ History 

Of course, advocating for any individual or community effectively requires making an effort to 

understand that community’s history. Now (and always) is a great time to reflect on the social 

construction of gender and sexual identity; the oppressive, interlocking power structures that 

permeate the private and public spheres; and the radical actions and beliefs that fuel the spirit of 

many contemporary LGBTQIA+ movements. In this unit, instructors are invited to familiarize 

themselves with some important people, events, and texts in LGBTQIA+ history to better 

understand what Pride means today.  

 

● 1969 Advocate article on The Stonewall Riots 

● Making Gay History podcast 

● The Underground Press @ Pitt Special Collections: Gay Press 

● Combahee River Collective Statement 

● Sharon Kowalski and Karen Thompson 

● GLAAD: Understanding Black LGBTQ History 

● Survivor of Racist Central Park Incident Is a Pioneer of Queer Representation in Comics 

● Hearing the Queer Roots of Black Lives Matter 

● LGBTQ+ Studies Research Guide 

Reflection 

What figures or stories from history do you feel the most connection to and why? How did your 

understanding of history impact your own identity formation? Before reading this syllabus, what 

LGBTQIA+ history did you know and where did you learn it?  

Activity 

Pick a person, event, or text you learned about from the brief historical overview above (or from 

other explorations of Pride) and find a connection between that history and a historical figure, 

event, or text important to you as an individual or scholar.  

 

https://provost.tufts.edu/celt/files/Inclusion-by-Design-Survey-Your-Syllabus-Brantmeier-Broscheid-Moore-1.pdf
https://www.advocate.com/society/activism/2012/06/29/our-archives-1969-advocate-article-stonewall-riots
https://makinggayhistory.com/
https://pitt.libguides.com/c.php?g=569586&p=3979666
https://americanstudies.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/Keyword%20Coalition_Readings.pdf
http://www.glbtqarchive.com/ssh/kowalski_thompson_S.pdf
https://www.glaad.org/amp/understanding-black-lgbtq-history-liberation
https://www.them.us/story/survivor-racist-central-park-incident-pioneer-queer-representation
https://medium.com/national-center-for-institutional-diversity/hearing-the-queer-roots-of-black-lives-matter-2e69834a65cd
https://www.loc.gov/rr/main/lgbtq/lgbtqgeneralguide/digitalcollections.html
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